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XIII. The Ceremonial of the Ordination of a Burmese Priest of Buds' ha, 
with Notes, communicated Iry George Knox, Esq., of the Hon. East-India 
Company's Medical Establishment, Madras. 

Read 18th of June 1831. 

To Sir George Tsouas Staunton, Bart., V.P.R.A.S., fyc. $c. %c. 

London, 26th April 1831. 
Sir: 

In the course of a conversation held not long ago at Canton with Pro- 
fessor Neumann, respecting the affinity between the Chinese and Burman 
languages, I happened to shew him a translation that I had, which he con- 
sidered somewhat curious, and recommended me to present to the Royal 
Asiatic Society ; and Doctor Morrison offered me an introduction to the 
President, which, with the translation, I have now the honour to forward 
to you. 

It is fair that I should, at the same time, submit a short criticism of the 
doctor's, which I found with the manuscript on its return from him ; and to 
mention that I transcribed it anew, leaving out some redundancies of ex- 
pression, and the too frequent mention of the sacred name, which, if nothing 
more, appeared irreverent. Respecting what the doctor remarks, I would say, 
that the work is the translation of a translation (for I know nothing of the 
Pali), and that as such it was delivered to me orally by a respectable native, 
whom I employed in the business : I profess, therefore, to be answerable only 
so far for its fidelity ; but I have little or no doubt that the spirit at least 
of the original is preserved. 

The doctor also takes, I suppose, his notions of Buddhism from the 
Chinese people alone ; but having seen both, I can affirm, that the Burmans 
appfear to be a much more religious people than the Chinese, at least exter- 
nally, if one may judge from their regular visits to their temples, and the 
deep veneration with which they regard the priests and every thing be- 
longing to their objects of worship. It is, however, possible that my assistant 
had caught something of the turn of expression in use amongst us on 
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matters of religion, as he had associated a good deal with the American mis- 
sionaries who visited the Burman country. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

G. Knox. 



TJie writing which treats of the ordination of a PriestS 1 ) 

The offering ( 2 ) of the just king [titles] ( 3 ), in whose hand are the lives 
(of his subjects), and at whose expense was constructed the pagoda of 
" Pacified Anger." ( 4 > 

(This, like many other of the Burman writings, begins with the following 
prayer) : 

" Oh Lord, filled with glory and power unspeakable, who art infinitely 
" more excellent than all creatures, whose words are by far more valuable 
" than the words of all other beings ; who art wise far beyond the wisdom 
" of man, and whom men nor angels ( 3 > cannot equal ; who art not subject 
" to misery or trouble of mind, and to whom all secrets are laid open ; who 
" canst confer happiness on all beings, and knowledge on the ignorant : 
" therefore art thou called the Lord. What is now said is but a little ; 
" the whole life would not suffice to speak it all. Thee, therefore, do I 
" worship. The laws uttered by thee, are eighty and four thousand : these 
" also do I worship ; and I worship the people who abide by these com- 
" mandments. 

" Therefore, on account of worshipping these three, keep me free from 
" the ninety-and-six diseases W that assail the body; from the thirty- 
" and-two accidents and misfortunes that happen to man, and from 
" the twenty-and-five unlucky circumstances that befall him; from the 
" sixteen sources of trouble; from the ten crimes, and their corres- 
" ponding punishments ; from the eight calamitous conditions/ 7 ) and from 
" the five enemies :< 8 > from all these deliver me ; and grant unto me gold/ 9 ) 
" silver, precious stones, sons and daughters, relations and friends, ser- 
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" vants and slaves, guards and protectors : these grant me ; and grant me 
" also a good reputation (or the quality of inspiring respect). Fill me 
" with all these ; and after death let me reach that place, where I may 
" hear the law of the Creator : thus, old I shall not become, nor sick, nor 
" shall I die, but shall exist unto eternity." 

First, a teacher (or priest) of advanced age must be sought for ; and 
after he is found, the thabike^™) and thanegan,( u ) and the rest of the 
eight things necessary must be obtained ; and these are the eight things : 
a thabike, thanegan, folded leather/ 12 ) a water-strainer, a fan, a razor, 
three needles, and a broom. After having procured these things, it is 
necessary to go to the presence of the teacher advanced in years, and thus 
address him : " Oh, my Lord, admit me to the noviciate of the priesthood; 
I will adhere to the ' Ten Ordinances.' " To which the teacher answers, 
" Good, you may enter the noviciate: you must not take away life; you 
must not steal ; you must lead a life of perfect celibacy ; you must not 
speak that which is untrue, nor make use of abusive words or coarse uncivil 
language, nor jests ; and you must not sow dissention among friends ; any 
thing of inebriating quality- you must not use ; after the sun has gained the 
meridian, you must not eat ; you must not listen to music, nor look on at 
feasts or dancing; you must not wear flowers or use perfumes; you must 
not sleep on a high couch or soft bed ; you must not possess gold or silver, 
nor even touch them : that you transgress not these ten rules you must 
carefully watch." Thus must the teacher direct; and the novice must say, 
" Good, my Lord, I am willing." 

Again, at the time he wishes to become a rhahdn, he must prepare a 
large thanegan,^ 3 ) and it must be four cubits broad, and six cubits and 
two mike ( 14 > long, made of nine pieces, and sewn together with fifty-four 
double seams ; and after it is sewn it must be washed, and afterwards dyed 
with the wood < 15 ) of the jack-tree, cut into small pieces and boiled in water ; 
afterwards the dyed thanegan must be wetted with the juice of the leaves 
of the doxokyat,0 G ) After this a thabike, and the rest of the eight things 
necessary (like as was ordered for the noviciate, a fresh supply of these), 
must be procured and kept ready; and the novice must then go to the 
presence of an aged teacher, well acquainted with the sacred writings, and 
along with him he must solicit the attendance of twenty other priests, and 
they must then go to the thyne.W) 

Having reached the thyne, the person about to be made a priest, must 
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make obeisance to the others, and the chief teacher then, and the three 
readers, say, " According to established usage, he must now be inter- 

rogated." 

Questions now from the three readers < 18 ) to the candidate : — 

Q. Have you sought for and obtained the attendance of priests of ad- 
vanced age, and who fulfil the ordinances of the law. for the purpose of 
ordaining you ? — A. I have. 

Q. Have you procured a thabike, tkanegan, and the rest of the articles 
necessary ? — A. They are all in readiness. 

Q. Are there twenty priests present ? — .4. There are. 

(By the readers.) Such being the case, you must now put on the two 
portions of the priest's garment (the one that goes round the waist and the 
upper robe) ; and the remaining thanegan (the one for a change of dress), 
must be folded and kept on the left shoulder. Afterwards the thabike is 
to be suspended from the shoulder of the right side, under the arm of the 
left; and the rest of the " eight articles" must be put within the thabike. 
The candidate then, with lifted hands and joined (in attitude of supplica- 
tion), must retreating go and stand at the distance of twelve cubits, and 
there, with his feet joined close together, he must attentively remain, and 
should not turn to either side. 

After this is done, the chief teacher says to the three readers : " Two of 
you three rise and go over to the candidate, and interrogate him." This 
being said, two of the readers get up, and go to the place where the can- 
didate is, and standing, one on each side of him, they (reading) say : 
" You must now answer truly." — A. I will do so. 

(By them.) Every thing respecting your body, without disguise, you 
must declare; and according to the question answer, and from all other 
matters you must keep your mind clear. — A. Good, my Lord. 

(By them.) Like as a cloth with which the feet are wiped at the door of 
a house, like as it is of little estimation, and like as it is applied to whatever 
use any one may choose, so must your mind be humble, and so must you 
receive the commands of your chief teacher. — A. Good, my Lord. 

Q. Therefore, in your body/ 19 ) is there any leprous disease ? — A. There 
is not. 

Q. Is there any of that disease which appears by sores in the neck ? — 
A. There is not. 

Q. Are you a person of a sickly habit? — A. I am not. 
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Q. Are you subject to a constant cough ? — A. I am not. 

Q. Have you any impediment in your speech? — A. I have not 

Q. Are you truly a human being (a mere mortal man) ?( 20 ) — A. I am. 

Q. Are you perfect as to virility ? — A. I am. 

Q. Are you the offspring of human parents ? — A. I am. 

Q. Are you the follower of a chief/ 21 ) or in the employ of any one ? — 
A. I am not. 

Q. Have you received the permission of your parents to enter the 
priesthood ? — .4. I have. 

Q. Have you completed your twentieth year ? — A. I have. 

Q. Have you procured a thabi/ce, thanegan, and the rest of the articles 
necessary ? — A. I have. 

The two readers then return to the chief teacher, and with the third of 
their number read as follows : " My Lords, we have now interrogated the 
candidate as was commanded us, demanding of him all that was necessary to 
be asked ; therefore, that he may be ordained, will the chief teacher 
learned in the sacred writings and the other priests consent ?" Then the 
chief teacher, for himself and the rest, says : " Good, very well." The 
candidate still standing as before, the chief teacher says : " Let two 
rhahdns conduct him hither." Two rhahdns then go and bring the can- 
didate to the rest of the assemblage ; and he having made a proper obeisance, 
sits down along with them. 

The readers then instruct him to say to the chief teacher : " My Lord, 
may health, freedom from misfortune, eternal youth, and immortality be 
my portion. According to the law uttered by him who has no equal, ac- 
cording to it will I act. I will keep my body and my mind humble ; and 
will humble myself regarding meat, drink, and resting place. I will con- 
form to the law spoken by the divinity ; therefore, from exceeding friend- 
ship, mercifully grant me permission, I beseech you, to be admitted a 
priest." 

This he is to speak three times ; after which the chief teacher and the 
readers shall ask him : " Oh, candidate, who art wishing to become a priest, 
as even now you have entreated, do you feel yourself competent to abide 
by what is contained in the sacred writings ?" — A. I will abide by them. 

Then the chief teacher says to the rest of the priests: " "What think you, 
will this person abide by the law, as he has now professed ?" Then the 
priests answer : " There are other questions to be put to him." The chief 
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teacher then says : " Let the three readers put them." They say to him : 
" You profess that you will be governed by the rules of the everlasting law ; 
let us interrogate you again." — Answer. Ask, and I will answer truly. 

They then repeat the former questions, and in addition, ask : " Are you 
hard of hearing ?' — A. I am not. 

Q. Are you an absent (or forgetful) person ? — A. I am not. 

Q. Are you perfect in the five bodily qualities ?(—) — A. I am. 

(He is questioned altogether three times, that there may be no omission 
or mistake.) 

The candidate then petitions the chief teacher : " Oh, my lord, who art 
well acquainted with the sacred writings, and who art of advanced age ; 
now have I for the third time reverently and according to the truth replied 
to you, in all that you have demanded of me ; therefore, oh my lord of 
venerable years, and ye three readers, and all ye other priests, ye are wit- 
nesses of all that has been asked me, and I have replied truly to the same ; 
therefore, from compassion to me, grant me permission to be admitted a 
priest." 

After this, the priests coming round the candidate, one of the three 
readers stands before him and the others at either side, and they read from 
this writing, their three voices forming as it were one : " Oh venerable 
lord, learned in the sacred writings, and all ye other priests, this can- 
didate, who is desirous of becoming a priest, having equipped himself with 
thabike, ihanegan, and the other things required, begs permission to be 
admitted to the priesthood ; will you give your consent ?" 

Then the chief teacher says, " It is a very difficult matter to abide by the 
law ; and it is particularly the duty of priests to strive after it, for men who 
live in the world cannot do so, whether they be chiefs, or persons of un- 
bounded wealth, or merchants, or cultivators : these cannot keep to the two 
hundred and twenty-seven rules, but rhahdns must endeavour to keep 
them." 

After this the chief teacher and the other priests announce to him that 
he is admitted a priest, and admonish him thus : " Take notice that from 
this day you are a priest, therefore greatly must you rejoice ; and according 
to this joy, see that you observe the two hundred and twenty-seven rules, 
and that they be not transgressed by you, and you may accept what (in a 
religious manner) is offered to you. If you do not govern yourself by these 
precepts, you are not a priest, but an ordinary man, ^nd are not worthy 
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to receive the offerings that would be made to you ; for if unworthily such 
are received and turned to use, it is like a person attemptrng.to swallow a 
lump of red-hot iron." The new priest answers, " Good, myJord." 

" The man who enters into priest's orders must carefully note, the day, the 
month, the hour, the length of- his shadow/ 23 ) and the' season of the year 
at which he becomes a priesti Four things aretherewhich mustbe avoided ; 
four, also, which should be done; 

" To obtain food, he must go round and beg, ( 24 ) even till wearied in his 
limbs by so doing, and on food obtained in this manner must, he all his.life 
subsist. If- a pupil reverently invite him, he may go and.eai.at .that pupil's 
house, or he may carry thence food offered him. He may also eat the food 
which a pupil'brings to his monastery and there reverently offers him : he 
may partake of the food presented to a number of priests in a body,, and of 
that offered by lot. Thus, of whatever is offered on any day of the increase 
of the moon,( 2i ) and whatever is offered on any day of its decrease,, that 
which is offered on a worship day,( 26 ) and that which is offered on the day 
after a worship-day, of all or any of these may. he eat." The. new priest 
answers, " Good, my lord." 

" A garment made from rags that any one has thrown away, and which 
the priest having collected has washed and sewn together, this may he wear 
and with such must he be clothed even till tbie-end.of his life. But if by a 
pupil a garment be presented to him, he may wear such, whether it be of 
that expensive and fine kind which is brought from, a distant country, or 
whether it be of cotton, or of silk, or of woollen, cloth, or. the woven bark 
of a tree, or that made from the down of birds ; any of these he may wear 
instead." Answer. " Good, my lord." 

" After having become a priest, if he has no monastery to stay in, he 
must live under a tree/ 27 ) and in that manner must he be all his life. Unless 
a pupil make an enclosure, and build a monastery, and offer it; in this a 
priest may reside, whether it have a lofty top or a square one, or one of 
only one story, or be a monastery built of masonry in an arched form : in. 
any of these it is lawful for a priest to reside." Answer. " Good, my lord." 

" I will direct you what is to be done in case of sickness. ' Having col- 
lected the urine of a black bull or ox, boil it, and dissolve salt therein, and 
afterwards add these three fruits ;( 28 ) this, while fresh, may be kept as me- 
dicine ; also, any medicine which has been thrown away as useless by 
others, and which a priest finds, he may take for himself. The medicine 



278 Mr. Knox on the Ceremonial of the 

also which a pupil offers, that may be used, whether it be butter, or cream, 
or sesame oil, or honey, or molasses : all these may be used." — Answer. 
" Good, my lord." 

" After a man has become a priest, he may not marry ; but must lead a 
life of strict celibacy ; if he do not conform to this, he is no longer a priest, 
nor of the children of the deity. As soon may the severed head be rejoined 
to the trunk, and the corpse revive, as such a one continue a priest ; and 
even until the end of life must he so remain : thus hath the divinity ap- 
pointed." — Answer. " Good, my lord." 

" After becoming a priest, he must not take, without the owner's leave, 
even a morsel of grass, or the paring of a bamboo, for if he do so he is 
not of the children of the divinity. He must not take the value of a matt 
(a quarter la/at or tical), or over this, or under it ; as soon may the withered 
leaf be rejoined to the tree and thrive again, as such a person remain in the 
priesthood. 

" The idea of taking away the life of a man must not enter into the 
mind of a priest ; neither must he take away that of brute animals, nor even 
of a worm : he who does so is not the child of the deity. As soon might 
a broken stone be joined together and become whole again, as such a person 
continue a priest ; and even till the end of his life this must be his rule : 
the deity hath so directed." — Answer. " Good, my lord." 

" After becoming a priest, the thing that is untrue must not be spoken, 
nor any of the ' ten precepts ' (-) infringed. It must not be said, ' I can 
fly in the air,' or ' penetrate the earth,' or ' go under the water,' or « I 
shall certainly attain happiness in the next life,' ' the evils of this life cannot 
hurt me,' or ' I can render myself invisible.' Like as a palmyra-tree of 
which the top has been cut off ceases to throw forth leaves, so he that says 
things of this sort cannot continue a priest. Thus hath the deity ordered." 
Answer. " Good, my lord." 

" There are four similitudes, and you must keep them in remembrance." 
—Answer. " Good, my lord ; so long as I wear the garment of a priest 
I will abide by these precepts, in hope that, by keeping them, I shall in 
death exchange this life for a better, and knowing also that if I do not I 
shall be turned into hell." 

These are the rules respecting the hatline thanegan. From the eighth day 
of the increase of the moon Tazownmown (about November), until the 
fifteenth day of the same, is the proper time for those who wish to buy and 
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offer garments to priests to do so. Cloth for two upper garments and one 
under garment, needles, thread, jack-tree wood, dowhyat : these articles 
are to be purchased, and taken whilst it is yet night to the neighbourhood 
of the monastery where dwells the priest,* learned in the sacred writings. 

These things are to be put down at the steps ; and in order to bring it to 
the knowledge of the priest that they are there, the man who offers them is 
to throw some pebbles against the house from some place of concealment 
hard by. Then the priest, being aroused, will get up, and on coming down 
the steps will perceive the cloth and other things ; he must then three times 
enquire, saying, " Is there any owner for these things ?" and no owner being 
found, he may then take and put them aside for his own use. After this, 
the man who has been abiding in concealment is to go up into the mo- 
nastery, and petitioning the priest, say, " My lord, is there any owner for 
the things you took up just now ?" The priest answers, " There is not." 
The other then says, " As that is the case, I will make up the garment for 
you, if you please to let me have it. The rhahdn then gives it to him, and 
he takes it to his house, and calls a person who understands how to make 
up these garments, gives him food, superintends the work, and sees that it 
is properly done. When they are made up, he washes, dyes, and hangs 
them in the shade to dry ; he then buys a thabike, and the rest of the eight 
things necessary, and solicits the attendance of several priests — if in a large 
town twenty, if in a small jungle-village nine. Then on the full of the 
moon Tazownmown he is to take the " eight articles " to the thyne, and 
there give food to all the priests. Before going to the thyne, the priest to 
whom these eight articles are to be offered is to instruct the man who offers 
them in all that is necessary to be done, and is to inquire if all is right and 
according to the sacred writings. At the thyne, the priest thus addresses 
the others : " My lords, I beg you to attend to what I am going to say. 
These things are brought here to be offered to me, so, in presence of this 
company, I will put on these clothes, and by so doing bind' myself to 
observe the rules laid down in the sacred writings (for the wearing of such) ; 
I beg you therefore to take notice." Then two of the company read from 
this writing, and ask, " The man that offers these things, and has called all 
these priests together, to him and to the priest who receives them, and 
keeps the ordinances in such cases required, to both of these persons what 

* To whom it is intended to offer them. 
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advantage will arise ?" Then they answer, and say : " The advantage pro- 
mised in the sacred writings."< 30 ) " Therefore let the priest put on the 
clothes, and let him not put them off nor change them, from the full of 
the moon Tasownmown to the full of the moon Tabown (four months), and 
let him not be ashamed of so doing, and let him eat but once a day, and 
let him reside in a place where there is nothing to attract the eye or ear, 
and let him reflect on the thirty-two elements of which his body is com- 
posed (blood, bones, flesh, &c), then at night let him repair to a burying- 
ground, apart from where men pass to and fro, and there let him reflect on 
the forty circumstances of mortal dissolution (i.e. he is to reflect on the 
difference between man in his strength and comeliness, and man deceased 
and resolving into his component elements) ; and before daylight again, let 
him take his tliabike and proceed to collect food from house to house, 
standing before the door of each (i.e. take the food, if offered ; if not 
offered, he must remain fasting) ; then let him go to a secluded spot and 
eat, reflecting on the hundred and eighteen qualities of the body (as to what 
agrees with and is suitable for it, and the reverse)." 

After this he puts on the garment, and makes obeisance to the other 
priests. 

He who does this is not to eat with the rest, but to keep himself 
secluded. 



NOTES. 



(1) This is a writing in the Paii language and character, and relates to the instalment 
of persons into the priesthood, their probationary course for it, and prescribed line of 
conduct after admission. To get at its meaning it was necessary for the original to 
undergo several transformations ; first, from the pure Pali into a mixture of Pali and 
Burman, then into pure Burman,* and from that it was taken down verbally in a sort 
of English, resembling Burman in its inverted structure, before being brought into its 
present form. 

The leaves of books of this kind are mostly made from the leaves of a large species of 
palmyra; but these being seldom broad enough, are artfully joined in the middle length- 
wise, sewn together with silk, and lackered over. On the lackered surface the writing 



• Which was done bv a learned native. 
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is made, and the gilding laid on, the leaf is afterwards rubbed with a wet cloth ; and on 
account of there being a mixture of yellow orpiment in the ink, the gilding does not 
adhere closely to the whole surface, but readily parts from the writing and lets it appear. 
It does not seem as if the leaves of this book * were made from two pieces joined ; it is 
more probable that, as it was to be a royal offering, leaves of the largest size were 
sought for to make it up from. A tree that bears such is " one of a thousand ;" and 
the people have a saying, that for every one of this kind that is found a man learned 
in the sacred writings also appears. These trees, also, are royalties. 

(2) This writing was offered by Sane-pyoo-shaxe, the third of the Aloicn Purra 
(Alompra) dynasty, and second son of its founder. The dedication appears, both at the 
beginning and end of the book, in handsome gilt characters. This king ascended the 
throne in the year 1 134 of the era of Gaudama, and died in 1138; the present year, 
A.D. 1827, is 1188 of that era: the book must therefore be at least fifty years old. 

(3) The title consists of fifteen syllables, or rather Pali words. This is one of the 
longest that a king can have; the heir apparent may have twelve or thirteen: but it 
does not entirely depend on the will of the party how many syllables he may have, but 
on the number out of the " ten virtues " that he possesses. This king, with the title of 
fifteen syllables, took more it is said than he deserved, and therefore his reign was but 
short. Some king, a long while ago, in Ceylon, took a title of twenty-one words at the 
time he had reigned seven years; but after this act of presumption . he lived to enjoy 
his honours only seven days. It is not lawful to translate the title of the king. The 
number of words in a title forms a gradation of rank. Persons may not assume place 
with those who have longer titles than themselves : if they do, the party intruded on 
may cut (with his knife, the sitting part of) the intruder. 

(4) This is the translation of the name of a pagoda of large size in the city of Ava. 
The occasion of its construction was as follows : — Upon ascending the throne, the king 
gave to his four younger brothers employment in the government, and built palaces for 
them near his own, at the four cardinal points. The three younger of these brothers 
conspired against their eldest brother and sovereign to put him to death ; their excuse 
for which was, that he had constituted his own son heir-apparent in contravention of 
the dying commands of Alompra, who had directed that his sons should succeed to the 
throne, according to their seniority ; asserting, moreover, that Sane-ptoo-shane was 
not entitled to reign, having been born whilst their father was yet a man of low estate ; 
but that they were the lawful heirs, being the sons of the king. The remaining brother, 
Mown-wine (grandfather of the present king), having also been born before their 
father became a king, was not admitted to the conspiracy. The conspiracy failed, and 
their lives were of course forfeited ; but the king spared them, and built the pagoda in 
question to commemorate the circumstance: two of them, however, were afterwards put 

• The book in question belonged to Mr. Hewabd, of Madras, and was intended for Sir C. G&EY. Great numbers 
baring been found in the monasteries during the Burmun war, it is probable that many were taken to England, 
Some were made of large plates of ivory. 
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to death, and the third banished to a distance, by Mown-wine. The accessions from 
Alompra to the present king have been as follows : 

First. Alompra, in the year of Gaudama 1116 

Second. His son, Nown-daw-ghee 1123 

Third. Sane-pyoo-shane, brother of the last 1134 

Fourth. Sane-goo-za, son of the last 1140 

Fifth. Guamown, son of the second, reigned but seven daj-s... 1143 

Sixth. Alompra's son, Mown-wine 1143 

Seventh. The present king, grandson of the last 11S1 

(5) Or rather Nats, imaginary beings, good and bad : the good inhabit certain stages 
of the sacred mountain " Myeen-Moe," or the " highest;" the bad live in jungles and 
hills on earth, and trouble mankind. Very good men, after death, may become Nats. 
The day of a. Nat is equal to a hundred years of the days of man, and their lives consist 
of a thousand years of these days ; they then vanish into nothing, as from nothing they 
arose. 

(6) Such is the number of the diseases their writings say the body is subject to. 

(7) First, the place where a woman rules ; second, that where only brute animals 
exist ; third, where a minor is king, &c. &c. Hell. 

(8) Rulers, thieves, fire, water, people who hate one. 

(9) The speaker prays for that which as an ordinary man he would wish for in a 
future state of existence. As a priest, he must not even touch gold or silver, and should 
not possess any secular property. 

(10) Thabike is the name of the black earthen pot which the priests suspend in front 
of them when they go their rounds to collect food. It should be five spans in circum- 
ference. 

(11) Thanegan is the name of the robe, or upper garment, which the priests wear. 
The people look with the greatest reverence on it, and with corresponding horror on 
its being applied to any common purpose, as was often shewn during the late war by 
their remarks when any of our troops or followers were seen in possession of one.* 

Although youths of all ages appear clothed in it, they are not yet priests, nor can 
tbey be tilLthe age of twenty-one. Up to this period they are merely probationers, and 
employ themselves in reading the sacred writings, attending on the elder priests, and 
studying the " ten rules," viz. First, not to take away life ; second, not to take furtively 
the smallest thing ; third, to lead a life of celibacy; fourth, not to speak untruths; 
fifth, not to partake of any thing of inebriating quality; sixth, not to eat after noon; 
seventh, not to dance; eighth, not to wear any scented or other flowers, not to use any 
perfume or look in a glass, and not to look on at feasts and dancing, or listen to music ; 
ninth, not to sleep on any bedstead of more than a cubit high, nor on a soft bed, but on 
a mat or carpet ; tenth, not to touch even gold, silver, or precious stones. If a novice 



• The Chinese priests sometimes use a similar sort of garment. 
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offend against any of the first five of these, he cannot remain as a student, but must 
put off the priest's garment, and as the phrase is, " become a man again," until by 
penance he has amended. Offence against the other five may be forgiven, upon merely 
performing certain acts of penance enjoined by the superior, as sweeping the floor, 
drawing water, Scc.&c. 

(12) To sit on. 

(13) Which must be made of double cloth. That worn by the novice is single. 

(14) A mike is a measure of length, the distance between the point of the thumb and 
the outside of the clenched hand. 

(15) Which produces a brilliant yellow. 

(16) These leaves are somewhat acid, and seem used to fix the colour. 

(17) " Thyne" is the name of a house built for worship in a secluded place. One 
description of thyne is built on ground the entire property of which has been purchased 
from the sovereign for that particular purpose, by some one wishing to perform a work 
of merit in making an offering of the same. The mere price may be great, or the 
sum expended may be large, from the necessity of giving large bribes to the courtiers 
to procure the royal permission. A • thyne near Shwaydoum, known to the Burman 
who translates this, built by one of the king's steersmen, cost perhaps ten thousand 
ticals. 

(18) Three of the company set apart for the purpose. 

(19) See Levit. c. xxL v. 17, etseq. 

(20) This question is put, because they have an idea that in former times certain 
malignant beings of superior power occasionally assumed the human form, and having 
obtained admission to the priesthood, did afterwards grievously offend against its canons, 
and thereby draw down much scandal on the order. 

(21) This is asked, because people of this class are said to be oppressive to the poor, 
forgetful of their parents, haughty, and fomenters of trouble. 

(22) Use of eyes, ears, nose, arms and legs, and trunk. 

(23) Taken by measuring the length of it with his footsteps. 

(24) Or rather receive it when offered. A priest may not ask for food, but should 
stand mutely before a door for a time, and take it if ^iven. 

(25) Because each person chooses what day he likes to make his religious offering on. 

(26) There are four worship days: the eighth day of the increase, the full, the eighth 
day of the decrease, and the disappearing of the moon. 

(27) He may not construct a residence for himself. 

(28) Two of these are, the terminalia chebula of Willdenow, and the phyllanthus 
emblica of Linnajus. The name of the other is uncertain. 

(29) The " ten precepts" are as follow: first, to make religious offerings; second, 
to refrain from taking away life, from stealing, lying, and committing adultery, and 
from the use of whatever inebriates; third, to repeat portions of the law (divine) ; 
fourth, to assist one's parents or teacher if they fall into difficulties; fifth, to rejoice 
on account of one's good works ; sixth, to invite friends to do the same; seventh, to 
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abide bv the law ; eighth, to listen to the preaching of the same ; ninth, to desire to 
continue in the straight road (to virtue) ; tenth, divinity, law, the ministers of religion, 
and things belonging to it ; one's parents, teacher, old people, and people of wealth 
and respectability: all these are to be honoured. 

(30) In the next life, the rhahan in question may rise to a higher grade of being, and 
return to the same for ten thousand returns of life; and should he become a man, he 
will have every thing that is good, and be provided for as if he had a tree which pro- 
duces all the necessaries of life at the wish. The man who offers the thing to the priest 
will have his corresponding good fortune also. 

It seems strange that there is not throughout the book any mention made of a certain 
fancy entertained amongst the Burmans, and looked upon by some as the thing most to 
be desired, viz. Nirvan, or annihilation. 

Observation by the Rev. Dr. Morrison, referred to in Mr. Knox's Letter, p. 271. 

On Note 1. — The translation is too much Anglicized to be satisfactory as to its fidelity. 

Buddhists speak not of a " Creator of the universe," or the " children of God." The 

translation is not only Anglicized, but also Christianized. 

There is much that is very interesting in this MS. 

R. M. 
Canton, Nov. 12, 1830. 



